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CHURCHES OF NORTHERN ARMENIA. 


By Sir Martin Conway. 


MILE the most terrible and extensive war the 
world Inis ever undergone is being waged in 
such well known regions as Belgium, l'jance, 
North Italy, Macedonia and Egypt, >t 1U / 

. , . surprising that less information should lie aval • 

m 1 * ''p> regard to the theatres of the E.islern campaigns. 

Kc . Mesopotamia, 

5! lms Parts of 

" fT,ca ; ami Arm... 

" a - hew people at 
_ ! H ‘ know those 
Regions, and even 
gimmes of places 

5? thu }8 to them. 
h, ‘ destruction of 

U () 11 \r r, ; ... 

Uh< 


mis 


the jxiril 
J he evaded 
.. . Belgian 
at‘d North Italian 
ties — these 
I; trors are g e „er- 
<1- “ i Te 'diseil and 
>1 " rc ' 1 ; but how 
of 1 It' ai ^ ri,us cious 
h- J Vi ' anger that 

* threatened re- 
’ ’"-r architectural 
asures? some „f 
' e,n "f an almost 
a„!i q J', a nn Portance. 
‘."“the more to he 

'll 11 SCI 


deploxeti beer 


t h r e a t e n e <1 


ANT CAT1 IK1)H Al 

been thoroughly studied, 


an!) !?i gS have m* been thorougmy y/ wnnld 

^ P 'j^^graphed ; so that if destroyed their los>. 

the m »jor part of the continent of Asia ^ Jbeit 

IndB V m e . ley atcd plateau region. It is p 

<1, w P&rc it beats the name of Tibet. hurt he ^ 


intfl knot of mountains, the highest group in the 
out again, becoming first the high 
worm, Ana Persia and then, further west, the 

Strict called Armenia. Beyond fhal, 
snnilar cj wps|wan| the elevation diminishes all across 

Vni' Minor and the plateau ultimately dips into the dlgean 
Asia Minin a* i anc l concerns us 

here no .more. The 
highlands of Arme- 
nia are bounded on. 
the north and south 
by two deep de- 
pressions. That on 
the north is the- 
long G e o r g i a n 
valley running from 
the Black Sea to 
the Caspian, itself 
bounded 1 u r t h e x" 
north by the great 
Caucasian range. 
The depression on 
to which Armenia 
looks down on the 
south is the Meso - 
potamian plain. 

On this high- 
land of Armenia a 
brave and hardy 
folk have lived 
f r o m a remote 
antiquity; and we 
know something of 
their doings from 
the contact of the 
Assyrians and other peoples with them at various dates 
rm v are a gifted race and possess an ancient civilisation, but 
we cannot in this place linger over that. The interested reader 
i ,ti rpli*r to the classical work on the country, admirably 
; r on d Illustrated by my aide and learned. friend, the 
hto Mt. H. 1‘. B Lynch, at one time M.P. tor Ripon, whose 
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journeys m Armenia and close study of the country made 
um bey»«d question the greatest recent authority L™ t' 

fck*a’i.is as, “y h .“ v,5 u i jasf 

o^uc n ln \ ,a,lge Which culmi «ates in Ararat . About 

H 5 

water, was brought about by an attempt of the Lurks ’ lvi^rl 
on Erzemm m their part of northern Ar : , 

Kussian Armenia. If that attack hid , 1 ? ,nvade 
precious ancient buildings of the coimirv LC< e( , t 1 :( l lc 3nost 
seriously imnerillod " 1 toe Cmmtr ^ W0ldd have been 


m 


v** 


a lestramt of the carved decoration, the fine 1* 
aits we are in presence of a work of archil 
product of no immature school, but of one 
wit i a termed and finished style, which is no' 
y inline nor of any other school, hut belongs ei 
nia and Georgia 

ortunately, the churches of Armenia have not 
. , , ne g^ cc t and war, hut many of them have 
)y earthquakes, so that of the multitude that 
eu are now even as well preserved as this o! 
n, within the walls of the same city. i: 


FRAGMENT 


being at the deserted medieval capital, Aid an 
ecclesiastical capital, Edgmiatsin. 

In the case of any group of works of art of 

it is always most interesting to approach a 
chronological order. Lack of space rende 
impossible. Let us therefore at once tun 
examples of the developed Armenian t 
tenth century cathedral of Ani. It lies 
cloned, in a bare space in the midst of the r’ 
could he plainer than its simple oblong form • 
a])se no protruding transepts, no adv— — - * 
embellishments. It was, indeed, once crowned 
by a small cylindrical dome covered bv 
only a fragment of the dome survives. r ' 
descends directly from Sassanian Persia 
Other elements in t.‘ 

Mesopotamia, and Const 
Hie curious pairs of de 
church correspond to n 
the apse and its side ( 
complicated in plan t 
suggest. It is, 1 io we vc 
that is the most renin 
looks like the inside of 
and arches, the recesse 
m effect — -these and r 
Gothic aspect, so that il 
architecture had not an 
wlum the (Cathedral of 
inspection reveals the . 


exist irr 


a single school 
study of them in 
that method here 
0 y ne of the best 
type of d lurch- -the 
pathetically a ban- 
ruined city. Nothing 
g, -orm ; no external 
vancmg porches or other 
* ™d in the midst 
~. a pointed roof, but 
1 he external arcading 

position are derived from Syria 

pie, but are originally coral, iW 
ies at the end and sides of the 
>f masonry within, which form 

’ 1 ° 1 L t . he ln , teri(,r w far more 
a rectangu'ar exterior would 
general aspect of the interior 
feature. At a first tr larw-o 


nokth vvAi.r, of st. crkgoky 
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scarcely less beautiful Church 
Gregory, the dome of 
\ is stili in large part, 
ruling, but the porch, with 
passive columns added to 
.. m }} ]Q Saracenic style in 
e . ^birteenth century, has 
namly fallen aNYav ‘ The 
/ lately sculptured arcading 
" U,u the exterior of this 
c \ might Stand compare 
\vni' Vlt ^ ^bnilar decorative 
k , ln any Byzantine build- 


^ tl \°«f?h the style of it is 
Hire Ar v> — * • 

^ T far away is a Chapel 


Pure Armenian at its best. 
f M away is a 
{ icated to the same saint 
innir ? 0l , ygonal c 4ihce sur- 
win n C<: y y a c » r cular dome 
l rnK? ( , JUUed r()0f - 'Hus was 
y a r °y al mausoleum, 
IsBrv • &*> simplified and 

’ C01 dinued to be 
L" . ln different parts of 
th r j \ Ia d<nvn t<} the close of 
& U<ld,C a « e ’ A11 these 
J dmgsare aliandonecl ruins 
adrin le llJU bsligured by later 
At Kdgmiatsin are 
in , , lUlc ient cl lurches still 
is th~' ^ uc, b> h>r instance, 
the . Vencra tcd cathedral , 
funof Seat 01 the important: 
t ^l ona ?7 the Katholikos, 
The nCed ad Armenians. 
■ r c °^ °f the building i 



ST. 
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great antiquity and the fabric of the walls of 


the 

Cp n .i , - '***'• “juity aim me i a otic ux mv 

but it mass ma y date back to the seventh century, 

and le °hl is so hidden by additions, porches, c J ia Pj s> 

^terior ° nl1 ’ that liitle of antiquity is suggested bv the 

St n' ar .‘ uore interesting to the lover of art is the church of 
DorrU ,iS , lnie in the same town. Its aspect is injured by the 
1, * , w| nch, in characteristically seventeenth century style, 
'lat P ? en , l >atclle< i on at one end. The Armenians oi that 
almoi' a T. a . 8t ™“R? passion for building such porches ami 


W,'n''t , eVei T cl >iiich still in use lias had one added on to it. 
main f , t excc ption and a restored dome the rest of tlic 
wh®, If™* old, if not dating back as far as the year 6tS 
fj|,i i 10 chu«h is known to have lxien rebuilt, the 1 1 
bo ...i.l'rojections with their deep pairs of niches can scarcely 
is thT e , r than the tenth century. Mote authentically ancient 
bun* ;, c ™ Irc h called Shoghakath in the same city; it» 
"’ester 1 * * e decade of the seventh century. lie massi ■ ^ 
the : ' l )orc h, wide as the whole nave, is surmounted b) 
C;U|, . hell tower and both arc remarkable works mithcnu- 
thom ' « d i6 93 - 'the uninstructed eye would have guessed 
of q u , at 1CT ( >f the twelfth century ! Such was the vita 1 y 
a \ lni enia.n tradition in architecture. . . 

})o Ss ‘ Ul aiu -l Edgmiatsin might be expected, as capitals, o 
chmyP °' cc Esiastical buildings of importance; no doub 
ill +}. 1CSj '-onvents and memorial chapels were more numerous 
even il 11 dlan elsewhere. But every centre of population, 
so L tll(), %b small, had its church, and all these churches, 
liave u wc can now attain knowledge of them, appear to 
and n, built ni the same style with the same good taste 
the r ? saine finish of detail. Let it suffice if I cite one more, 
AVvniT 4 c °nvent of Marmashen in the neighbourhood oi 


stand 


'Ml;!v, n . , vw, "wu ui, iudiiiuoucu uu * ‘ n 

on t|'„ T "i'"'h The two little buildings that remain 
the \ v . r0cky hanks of the Arpa Chai, a remote tributary- o 
'mtlicrirTV The church (988-1029) is a miniature 01 
hi th,T a i but w «th a many-gabled dome such as was common 
bniMuf . da X s ' Armenians were fond of authenticating m 
«aiue r„' vith uiscrip lions. One here plainly rec0 .”.; . ' 

’ lc -m nf Guilder ; he was the great and famous ValilM, 
tine rJ. 10 distance offered by the folk of Ani to the ItyM” 
own ( i esceiu b m ts piously restored i 

Va bov !? ^nirches thus briefly brought under the reader sob * e *, 
No r > na y be. taken as typical of the medieval architecture 


'em 


Armenia; some of similar type may be found 


, '-"•ut, Mfint; ui Miiiiiiu I ****■ •/ . T | pv 

bel 0u ;^ l an plain. Otherwise they are unique. 
by 4,. 0 a school of their own, a local growth, deye ( j 

file H t vl enian architects on Armenian soil. I he elemcivs 
4ieto ' 1? <d r °nrse came from elsewhere, but the use nun 

’ llm style itself, owed little to any outside influence. 


On the other hand, that style 
may have been influential 
elsewhere. Armenians have 
ever been great wanderers. 
The craftsmen of Armenia 
found employment through- 
out Europe and especially in 
the Byzantine Empire. We 
read of Armenian architects 
in the. service of the Caesars 
of Constantinople and the rich 
men of the East, Possibly 
Byzantine art owed much 
to them. Elements which 
Armenian and Byzantine 
architecture possess in com- 
mon are not all of Byzantine 
origin. In fact, the Byzan- 
tines invented little. They 
borrowed from far and wide, 
but they combined their bor- 
rowings with genius. What 
they took they assimilated, 
just as they assimilated all 
kinds of people in their cos- 
mopolitan capital The note 
of Byzantine art as of Byzan- 
tine civilisation is a hospitable 
cosmopolitanism. Thus, if we 
find Armenian elements in 
Byzantine, and even, perhaps, 
in West European buildings, 
we find no true Armenian 
architecture except in the 
lands once governed by 
Armenian princes. These 
little churches belong essentially to the land of their origin. 
There on its bare plains and beside its rock-bound ravines 
and rivulets they are at home. They match the soil 
out of which they grew and the rocks from which they 
were hewn. 

Fortunately, where Russia has spread her protecting 
hand over the Armenians their long persecution comes to 
an end. Even Russia, however, has only recently begun 
to learn that it is useless to try and alter this tough race. 
The v cannot be Russified any more than they could be 
O Romanised. Already the Russian armies have driven out 
the Turks from large ‘districts of Armenia which they have 
depressed for centuries. The recent achievements of the Grand 
Duke Nicholas in the Caucasian theatre of the world war 
encourages the hope that the Turkish policy of exterminating 
the Armenian may soon be checked. If peace thus descends 
upon the stricken' plains after the war, the little villages and 
cities will rise again from their ruins, and the old churches may 
be repaired and saved for future generations. They are well 
worth saving. None of them has yet been properly studied 
and they are beautiful enough to deserve the most careful 
studv and the most scrupulous preservation and repair. 
Some day we may yet learn that Western Europe owes to 
Armenia an artistic debt, and that the resemblance observ- 
able between Gothic and Armenian church interiors is not a 
mere accident. 

THE ROLL OF HONOUR. 

“ 1 called in my need, and they came." 

The words, in letters of flame, 

Are carved on the heart of the Empire and 
shall to the end remain. 

They went in their youth and their might, 

Undaunted into the fight, 

Eager only to strike a blow for the Land 
that stands for the Right. 

Gladly they gave their all, 

Counting it honour to fall 
l/or the great little Land with her silent 
scorn of the mean and the small. 

Now all are enshrined the same, 

Crowned with undying fame, 

In words that blaze through the ages 

“ I called in my need, and they came.’’ 

M. 1. Hope. 



